Quotes About Reading, Writing, And EducationPRIVATE 

Note: For even more quotes, see http://www.richmond.k12.va.us/readamillion/readingquotes.htm
Teaching reading to people who hate books is like teaching swimming to people who hate water



David Eskey, reading researcher

Reading is like an infectious disease: it is caught not taught.       



Christine Nuttall, 1989, Teaching reading skills in a foreign language. Oxford: Heinemann Educational Books, p. 192.

If the students stop reading when the reading class ends, the course has not achieved what such a course should achieve.

David Eskey 1986, p. 21, Teaching Second Language Reading for Academic Purposes, Reading, MA: Addison-Wesley.

A book is like a garden carried in the pocket.
         

Arab Proverb
People ought to read just as inclination leads them, for what they read as a task will do them little good  


Samuel Johnson

The joy of reading is not necessarily what you read, but in what you allow your mind to believe when you read it.



Jeffrey Knight
The person who doesn't read is no better off than the person who can't read.



Stephen Covey, The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People, p. 296

The man who does not read good books has no advantage over the man who can’t read them.

Mark Twain, cited in Parenting’s Smart Starts 2000, p. 16, published by Parenting magazine

In the case of good books, the point is not to see how many of them you can get through, but how many can get through to you



Mortimer Adler

Travel Far, Pay No Fare… a book can take you anywhere.



Anne Linbergh, Travel Far Pay No Fare
Reading is thinking



Oak Creek Elementary School, Lewis Center, Ohio, USA

A book is a present you can open again and again



Anonymous
Writing a long essay is probably the most complex constructive act that most human beings are ever expected to perform.



Carl Bereiter and Marlene Scardamalia, 1983, Does learning to write have to be so difficult? In A. Freedman, I. Pringle, and J. Yalden (Eds.), Learning to write: First language, second language. New York: Longman.

You cannot teach a man anything.

You can only help him discover it within himself.



Galileo

A teacher who is attempting to teach without inspiring the pupil with a desire to learn is hammering on cold iron.  

Horace Mann, 19th century, US educator, founder of Antioch University

The teacher who is indeed wise does not bid you to enter the house of his wisdom but rather leads you to the threshold of your mind.  

Kahlil Gibran

Education is not the filling of a pail, 

but the lighting of a fire.



W.B. Yeats

They know enough who know how to learn.



Henry Adams, The Education of Henry Adams
A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his influence stops.





Henry Adams, The Education of Henry Adams
For the things we have to learn before we can do them, we learn by doing them.



Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics
What you do speaks so loudly they can't hear what you say 



Ralph Waldo Emerson

A lamp can only light another lamp when it continues to burn in its own flame.



Tagore

If you think education is expensive, try ignorance



Derek Bok, former president, Harvard University

Human history becomes more and more a race between education and catastrophe



H.G. Wells

Education is the kindling of a flame, not the filing of a vessel.



Socrates

There is all the difference in the world between having something to say and having to say something.



John Dewey

The vanity of teaching often tempteth a man to forget he is a blockhead



George Saville, Maxims
The truth of the matter is that about 99 percent of teaching is making the students feel interested in the material. Then the other 1 percent has to do with your methods. And that's not just true of languages. It's true of every subject.



Noam Chomsky, Language and Problems of Knowledge, 1988

Education is what survives when what has been learnt has been forgotten



B.F. Skinner, Education in 1984
A word is dead 

When it is said,

Some say.

I say it just 

Begins to live

That day.



Emily Dickinson, poem no. 1212

All there is to writing is having ideas. To learn to write is to learn to have ideas.  



Robert Frost

The writer creates half the text. The reader creates the other half.  



Unknown

He writes nothing whose writings are not read.



Martial, Epigrams
There is no way of writing well and also of writing easily.



Anthony Trollope, Barchester Towers
Successful papers are not written; they are rewritten.



Elaine Maimon et al., Writing in the Arts and Sciences
We do not truly own our thoughts or experiences until we have negotiated them with ourselves and for this writing is the prime medium. 



Carl Bereiter and Marlene Scardmalia, Learning to Write: First Language/Second Language
All readers are good readers, when they have the right book.



Jeanne Henry, If Not Now: Developmental Readers in the College Classroom
All writers are good writers, when they have the right topic.



Mary C Danne, in a review of If Not Now: Developmental Readers in the College Classroom, Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy, 11/96

I must write. I must write at all costs.  For writing is more than living; it is being conscious of living.



Anne Morrow Lindbergh

Trust yourself.  You know more than you think you do.



Benjamin Spock, Baby and Child Care
There is nothing new except that which has been forgotten.



Mlle. Bertin, Marie Antoinette's dressmaker

Garbage in, garbage out.



Anonymous

The language spoken around me

gathers to a hearing,

to an understanding:

my very pulses move,

my lips form and fade,

building for the first word

uttered in a cry.



Montri Umavijani, New Life
The pen is me

and I am the pen:

in writing the pen gets lost to become part of the thing

I cannot recall.



Montri Umavijani, New Life                       

You don't know what you see; you only see what you know.



Kenneth Goodman, paper given at 1994 RELC Seminar  

Outside of a dog, a book is man's [a person's] best friend. Inside of a dog, it's too dark to read anyway.



Groucho Marx, U.S. comedian from the first half of the 20th century

Asking low proficiency students to read authentic materials in like asking them to drink water from a high pressure fire hose.



Author unknown

The great thing in this world is not so much where we stand as in what direction we are moving.



Oliver Wendell Holmes

If everyone is thinking alike, then somebody isn't thinking.



George S. Patton

Nothing new that is really interesting comes without collaboration



James Watson, co-discoverer of DNA            

To have joy one must share it.  Happiness was born a twin.



Native American proverb

The best way I know to defeat an enemy is to make him (or her) a friend.



Abraham Lincoln

A clash in doctrines is not a disaster; it is an opportunity.



John Cardinal Newman

He (or she) that wrestles with us strengthens our nerves, and sharpens our skill. Our antagonist is our friend.



Edmund Burke

A rope of three strands is not easily parted. 

(Tali yang tiga lembar itu tak suang-suang putus)



Malay proverb

If you are reluctant to ask the way, you will be lost.



Malay proverb

Children enter school as question marks and leave as periods.



Neil Postman

Do not repeat the tactics which have gained you one victory, but let your methods be regulated by the infinite variety of circumstances.



Sun Tzu, The Art of War
In teaching, you do not want to COVER things, you want to UNCOVER them.



Anonymous

The best way to get good ideas is to have lots of ideas.



Linus Pauling, Nobel prizewinner

The person who never made a mistake never made anything.



Business aphorism

The mind, once stretched by a new idea, never returns to its original dimensions.



Ralph Waldo Emerson

The problems that exist in the world can't be solved by the same type of thinking that caused them. 



Einstein

From chemists' point of view, a solution is just something which is all mixed up.



Anonymous

You can never be an artist if your work comes without effort. That is the problem with modern ink from a bottle. You do not have to think. You simply write what is swimming on the top of your brain. And the top is nothing but pond scum, dead leaves, and mosquito spawn.

Amy Tan, The Bonesetter’s Daughter, 2001, New York, Ballantine, p. 224-225.

Knowledge is knowing where to find it in today’s hay mountain (no longer haystack) of information. 



Unknown

You don’t have to burn books to destroy a culture.  Just get people to stop reading them.” 



Ray Bradbury

I am about to -- or I am going to -- die: either expression is correct.
                     Dominique Bouhours, French grammarian, d. 1702 

                        http://www.corsinet.com/braincandy/dying.html
"Come to the edge," he said.

They said, "We are afraid."

"Come to the edge," he said.

They came.

He pushed them.

And they flew.



Apollinaire

The reasonable man adapts himself to the world; the unreasonable one persists in trying to adapt the world to himself. Therefore all progress depends on the unreasonable man.



George Bernard Shaw

Writing should be meaningful for children, Y an intrinsic need should be aroused in them, and Y writing should be incorporated into a task that is necessary and relevant. 



L.S. Vygotsky, 1978, Mind in Society, p. 118

If we teach a child to read yet develop not the taste for reading, all our teaching is for naught. We shall have produced a nation of 'illiterates' -- who know how to read, but do not read. The major purpose for teaching children to read is to help them become readers who readily turn to books for information and enjoyment. 

Charlotte Huck, 1973, Elementary School Language Arts, Rand McNally.


QUICKWRITING


Definition

In quickwriting, students write as fast as they can, focusing only on ideas, not on form (grammar, mechanics).

Benefits
1.
Fluency can increase.

2.
Ideas can be generated for future development.

3.
Students can learn that writing does not have to be perfect the first time, that revision is part of the writing process.

4.
Students are encouraged to think in English rather than translating.

Rules
1. 
Write your topic at the top of the page. Topics can be the same for all students, or each person can have their own topics. Topics can come from the teacher, students, recent events, the syllabus, etc. 

2.
Write as fast as you can without stopping.

3. 
Don't worry about grammar, spelling, or punctuation. Don't stop to fix mistakes.

4.
If you can't think of anything to write, repeat your last sentence or write "I can't think of anything to write" again and again until you think of something new.

Quickwrite (QW) Record Table
	PRIVATE 
Date
	Topic
	Minutes
	Words Written
	Word/

Minute (wpm)
	Goal for Next QW

	3/3
	Bicycles
	4
	80
	20
	22 wpm

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



POEMS RELATED TO QUICKWRITING
Montri Umavijani, 1985, New Life, Bangkok: Craftsman Press.

The Pen
The pen is me

and I am the pen:

in writing,

the pen gets lost 

to become part of the thing 

I cannot recall

Writing
My pen scuttles

and jumps hurdles;

my mind is steadfast, poised

for an opening.

New Life
No bird on the wings

could be more secure 

than the child who lands

on a new life

with a natal cry that

calls a world into being.

The language spoken around me 

gathers to a hearing, 

to an understanding:

my very pulses move,

my lips form and fade,

building for the first word

uttered in a cry.

