Title: Book Wheels

Category: In-class

Contributed by: George M. Jacobs, Southeast Asia Ministers of Education Organization (SEAMEO) Regional Language Centre (RELC)

Level: Upper Primary and above

Aims: To encourage deeper engagement with reading materials; to enable students to advertise books to each other

Teacher’s Preparation Time: The book wheels must be made, but students can help and once the wheels are made they can be used for years

Student Preparation Time: They need to write out their summary and answers to the questions

Resources: Thick paper, scissors, spinnable arrows

Procedure: 

Part I - Making the wheels 

1. Cut paper into wheels about 30cm/1 foot in diameter. Make two wheels for every four students. One wheel will be for fiction and one will be for non-fiction.

2. Punch hole in the center big enough to insert a spinnable arrow. If arrows are difficult to obtain, don’t bother with the hole – just use a pen as a spinner.

3. Divide each wheel into 12 sections of the same size. In 10 sections, write questions (see Sample for suggestions). In the other two sections, write “Please ask your own question”.

Part II – Playing ‘Book Wheels’

1. Teacher tells the class a story (fiction), provides information on a topic (non-fiction), or reads from a short non-fiction text. 

2. Teacher passes out the Book Wheels questions – fiction or non-fiction, as appropriate.

3. The class works together to create a brief summary of what the teacher has told or read. Then, they collaborate to construct answers to the Book Wheels questions. This teacher-class collaboration serves as a demonstration that provides a model for students.

4. Students each read a book of their own choosing, create a brief summary, and answer the appropriate set – fiction or non-fiction – of Book Wheels questions.

5. Students form groups of four. Each member has a different, rotating role: 

a. Reporter – Briefly summarizes the book and then answers questions. Other members can also suggest answers.

b. Spinner – Spins the spinner or the pen, as the case may be

c. Questioner – Asks the question indicated by the spinner or, if the arrow lands on ‘Please ask your own question’, makes up a question.

d. Encourager – Asks a follow-up question that encourages the Reporter to elaborate on their initial answer.

6. After 6-8 questions have been answered, another person becomes the Reporter, and the other roles rotate.

George writes: I really like “Book Wheels” because it promotes creativity and other thinking skills among students. The group environment provides a more relaxed atmosphere for student talk. Students seem to enjoy sharing about their books with others. Also, students sometimes read the books that their groupmates reported on during Book Wheels. 

I’ve found that students need practice on three aspects of Book Wheels: writing brief summaries, answering the questions, and asking follow-up questions when in the role of Encourager. Thus, the first couple times, I ask for the summaries and answers to be handed in before we play Book Wheels. Peers and I give feedback, and then the summaries and answers are rewritten. As to asking good follow-up questions, we discuss this during the Book Wheels demonstration, and when students are playing Book Wheels, I walk around and listen for this.

We don’t do Book Wheels for every book that students read, because I don’t want the writing to take too much time away from reading. Also, as students become more competent at Book Wheels, they won’t always need to write out their answers.

References: Laughlin, G. (1987). Book report roulette. In D. W. Johnson, R. T. Johnson, & E. J. Holubec (Eds.), Structuring cooperative learning: Lesson plans for teachers (pp. 145-156). Edina, MN: Interaction Book Company.

Sample:

Questions for Non-fiction

1. What attracted you to the book?

2. What did the book talk about that you already knew?

3. What did you learn from the book?

4. Now that you have read this book, what else do you want to learn on the topic?

5. How did you get the book? Where could you get more books or other information on the same topic?

6. What else have you read that was similar to this book?

7. How can you use what you learned from the book?

8. Do you disagree with anything in the book? If not, what is one idea in the book that you agree with?

9. How could the book be improved? Please be specific.

10. What type of person might like to read this book? Who is one person to whom you would recommend the book?

Questions for Fiction

1. Why did you choose this book to read?

2. How would you rename the book?

3. Did you like the book? Why or why not?

4. Which character did you like the most? Why?

5. Which character did you like the least? Why?

6. Why do you think the author(s) wrote this book?

7. What can you learn from this book?

8. Which character was most similar to/different from you?

9. What might be a different ending for the book?

10. How would the story be different in if it happened in a different place and/or time? Please state what place and/or time, and please explain the differences.

