Readers Theatre/Story Theatre

Readers Theatre, also known as Story Theatre, allow students to do some acting, with all the physical aspects, but without having to memorize. Thus, Bodily-Kinesthetic Intelligence combines with Verbal-Linguistic Intelligence. When students design props or posters, Visual-Spacial Intelligence is also tapped. Two website with many ideas on Readers Theatre are:  http://www.cdli.ca/CITE/langrt.htm, http://www.aaronshep.com/rt

Here are some ideas, first from a U.S. university teacher, Kim Hughes Wilhelm, and then a lesson plan from two Singapore primary school teachers, Karen Chan and Celine Goh. 

1. Story Theatre

1. Students read stories.  Groups of students decide which they would like to act out.  

2. Parts, including narrator, are negotiated within groups. Teacher may need to arrange the stories into choral and individual parts.  

3. Students practice reading their parts with proper voice variation. Groups practice outside of class in order to make audio tapes so that they can assess their progress.  

4. Groups begin to dramatize along with the speakers.  Add props and “actors.” Videotaping can be done.

5. Perhaps make posters to advertise their upcoming performances. 

6. Groups rehearse in front of another group and give each other feedback.

7. Students perform their stories.

Options

Ask students to read an incomplete short story or folk tale related to the story theatre theme and write an ending. Trade and read as many endings as possible. Meet in small groups (4-5) and decide which endings were most interesting and enjoyable to read. Negotiate together and decide, on a scale from 1 to 5 (as in hotel ratings...), a number for each ending. Read three (complete) new stories. Meet as a group to decide the two they like the most. If possible, print the story endings.

Arrange for the students to perform a second time with a different audience. This allows for authentic communication as the class debriefs and rehearses for the second performance. Even more importantly, though, students typically feel much more successful the second time they perform, even able to tune more into expression since they are more at ease and confident in a positive response.

2. Readers Theatre at a Singapore primary school
Introduction:

Characteristics:

· Performers read from the script which is on FOLDERS which are designed so that the characters can be identified.

· Performers rely on minor gestures and their voices to project their characters.

· Also, minimal props can be used, focused mostly on only the upper part of the performers’ body.

Script:

· Character lines are highlighted so that performers are able to spot their lines easily.

· Script should be kept within 2 pages if possible to reduce the trouble of flipping pages.

· Title of story, author and characters must be listed on the script.

Reader’s Theatre is a key tool for creating interest in reading. (A life-long reading and writing habit is caught not taught. Infect your students!) Pupils love to do it, and they give it their all – more so because it’s a team effort, and they don’t want to let down their friends. And if the script is based on an available book, they of course want to read it. 

Objectives:

By the end of the lesson, pupils will be able to:

1.  enjoy a simple Reader’s Theatre based on “The Fisherman’s Wife” (CB pg 69 - 73).

2.  perform the simple Reader’s Theatre with guidance from teacher.

3.  list some traits of a Reader’s Theatre.

4.  suggest endings for the unfinished story.

5.  describe each character in the story.

Resources:
· OHT: Seashells 

· Hand held puppets

· Compact Disc

· Scarf, Vest, Cut-out of moustache, Cut-out of claws of lobster.

· Reader’s Theatre scripts and folders for individual characters.

· Cue cards

	Time
	Procedures
	Resources
	Rationale

	10 mins
	Tuning – In Activity

1. Read a poem ‘Seashells’.

2. Ask pupils to recite together.

3. This poem tells about 5 seashells being eliminated one by one 

4. Using hand-held puppets, ‘eliminate’ one seashell at a time.

5. Co-ordinate the pupils’ recitation and action with hand-held puppets.


	OHT: ‘Seashells’

Hand held puppets


	· Get the pupils to settle down.

· Introduce pupils to today’s story.

(Connecting new information and language to students’ current knowledge, interests and feelings increases learning and retention. People read better when they already know what they’re going to read. They write better when they know a lot about their topic.)

	Time
	Procedures
	Resources
	Rationale

	15 mins
	Pre-Instructional Activity

1.  Listen to the story on Compact Disc.

2.  Ask the pupils to comment on the reader’s expressions. 

Sample Questions:

· Were the readers speaking in one tone or do they vary their voices to suit the character?

· How did they vary their voices?

· Do you think it’s more interesting if the reader spoke in one tone?

· Why is that so?


	Compact Disc

Pets Coursebook 

Pages 69 – 73


	· To guide pupils into stating the some traits of Reader’s Theatre.



	20 mins
	Reader’s Theatre

1.  Briefly explain what a Reader’s Theatre performance is like.

2.  Show OHT: Reader’s Theatre script

3.  Pick out some lines and discuss how pupils will go about saying that line. (include various expressions like happy, sad, angry, kind)

4.  Select some pupils to take the various roles (fisherman, wife and lobster) and give each their character scripts.

5.  Allocate the boys to be Narrator 1 and the girls to be Narrator 2.

7.  Rehearse their lines once through.
	OHT: Reader’s Theatre script

Individual character scripts

Scarf

Moustache cut-out

Vest

Claws cut-out


	· Guide the pupils through a Reader’s Theatre 

· To identify each character

	Time
	Procedures
	Resources
	Rationale

	10 mins
	The Performance

1.  Finalised performance with performers standing in front of class.

2.  Thank everyone for their effort.


	
	

	30 mins


	Post – Instructional Activity

1. Can anyone describe what the fisherman would see when he reached home?

2. Do you think they’ll be happy?

3. (Place individual pictures and cue cards on the board.) How would you describe individual characters?

4. Ask pupils why they think the words were used to describe the characters.

5. Write down some responses on OHT.

6. Outline writing task and distribute worksheet.

7. Check progress and supervise weaker pupils.


	Cue cards

Blue tag

OHT: Pets Worksheet 1

Pets Worksheet 1


	· Get the students involved in the story.

· Guide pupils through the individual work by listing down suggestions.

(When we integrate skills, the whole of the learning that takes place is greater than the sum of the parts. For example, good readers make good writers and vice versa.)



	5 mins
	Summary

1. Ask pupils what they think is the moral of the story.

“Happiness doesn’t depend on wealth”

“One must not be too greedy”

2. Give feedback on the Reader’s Theatre and praise pupils’ performance.


	
	· To make pupils aware of the underlying moral of story

· Recall the traits of Reader’s Theatre

· Positive reinforcement using praise and feedback.


